56 RIGHTS OF MAN. 

Rights is, by reciprocity, a Declaration of Duties alfo. What- 
ever is my right as a man, is alfo the right of another; and it 
becomes my duty to guarantee; as well as to poffefs. 

The three jfirit articles are the bans of Liberty, as well individual 
as national; nor can any country be called free, whofe govern- 
ment does not take its beginning from the principles they contain 
and continue to preferve them pure ; and the whole of the Declara- 
tion of Rights is of more value to the world, and will do more 
good, than all the laws and ftatutes that have yet been promul- 
gated. 

In the declaratory exordium which prefaces the Declaration of 
Rights, we fee thk folemn and majeitic fpeftaclc of a Nation open- 
ing its commiiiion, under the aufpices of its Creator, to eftablifh a 
Government; a fcene fo new, and fo tranfcendantly unequalled 
by any thing in the European world, that the name qf a Revolu- 
tion is diminutive of its charade r, and it rifes into a Regeneration 
of mAn. What are the prefent Governments of Europe, but a 
fcene of iniquity and opprelfion ? What is that of England ? Do 
not its dwn inhabitants lay, It is a market where every man has his 
price, and where corruption is common traffic, at the expence of a 
deluded people ? No wonder, then, that the French Revolution is 
traduced. Had it confined itfelf merely to the deftrudion of 
, flagrant dcfpotifm, perhaps Mr. Burke and fome others had been 
filent. Their cry now is, " It is gone too far:” that is, it has 
gone too far for them. It hares corruption in the face, and the 
venal tribe are all alarmed. Their fear difeovers itfelf in their 
outrage, and they are but publifhi'ng the groans of a wounded 
vice. But from fuch oppofuion, the French Revolution, inftead 
of fuffering, receives an homage. The more it is Itruck, the 
more fparks it will emit ; and the fear is, it will not be frruck 
enough. It lias nothing to dread from attacks : Truth has given 
it an eftablilhment ; and Time will record it with a name as laiting 
as his own. 

Having now traced the progrefs of the French Revolution through 
jTiol! of its principal fcages, from its commencement, to the taking 
of the Baltille, and irs e-ablifhment by the Declaration of Rights, 

I will cloH the fubjed with the energetic apoltrophe of M. de la 
hayeu — May this gr^at monument, raifed to Liberty , ferve as a 
lejfon to the opprejfor , and an example to the opprejj'cd ! * 

* See page 6 of his work. — N. B. Since the taking of the Baltille, the oc- 
currences have been publifned : but the matters recorded in this narrative, are 
pnor to that period j and fome of them, as may be eafily leen, can be but very 
little known. 
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MISCELLANEOUS CHAPTER. 

TO prevent interrupting the argument in the preceding part of 
this work, or the narrative that follows it, I referye ' wine tfbfer- 
vations to be thrown together into a Mifcellaneous Chapter ; by 
which variety might not be cenfured for contufion. Mr. Burkes 
Book is all Mifcellany. His intention was to make an attack on 
the French Revolution ; but inftead of proceeding with an orderly 
arrangement, he has itormed it with a mob of ideas tumbling over 
and deftroying one another. . . , 

But this confufion and contradiction in Mr. Burke s Book is 
pally accounted for.— When a man in a long caufe attempts to 
fleer his courfe by any thing elfe than fome polar truth or principle, 
he is fore to be loft. It is beyond the compafs of his capacity to 
keep all the parts of an argument together, and make them unite in 
one iffue, by any other means than having this guide always m 
view. Neither memory nor invention will fopply the want ol it. 
The former fails him, and the latter betrays him. 

Notwithftanding the nonfenfe, for it deferves no better name, 
that Mr Burke has afierted about hereditary rights, and -herecu try 
fucceffion, and that a Nation has not a right to form a Govern- 
ment for itfelf ; it happened to fall in Ins way to give fome ac- 
count of what Government is. “ Government, fays he, u a con- 
“ trivance of, human <wifdom.” , 

Admittino- that Government is a contrivance of human idem, 
it muft neceflarily follow, that hereditary fucceffion,' and hereditary 
rights (as they are called), can make no part of it, becaufe it is 
impoffible to make wifdom hereditary ; and on the other hand, 
that cannot be a wife contrivance, which in its operation may- 
commit the government of a nation to the wifdom or an fc.eot. 
The ground which Mr. Burke now takes, is fatal tb every part oi 
his caufe. The argument chair- es_ from hereditary rights to here- 
ditary wifdom ; and the queilior- is. Who is the wifeft man . r.e 
muft now fhewth.it every one in the line of hereditary foeeeffion 
was a Solomon, or his title is not good to be a king.—Wiiat a 
ftroke has Mr. Burke now made ! To ufe a farlors phra-e, he has 
fwabbed the deck, and fcarcely left a name- legible m the lilt of 
Kings; and he has mowed down and thinned the-Houfe of Beets, 
with a feythe as formidable as Death ana 1 i®e. , 

But Mr. Burke appears to have been aware of this retart ; and 
he has taken care to guard again* it, by making government to be 
not only a contrivance of human wifdom, but a moriapoy o v. i 
dom. He puts the nation as fools on one fide, and places Ins go- 
vernment of wifdom, all wife men of Gotham, onthe ^her fo ; 
and he then proclaims, and fays; that ec Men have a K.G. t/.. 

“ Kvir WANTS Jhonld be provided for by this wifdom. Having 
thus made proclamation, he next proceeds to explain to t-’.om sv lat 
their wants are, and alfo what their rightist. In this he has foe- 
ceeded dextroufly, for he makesjheir wants to be a want 
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